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us. Nor is its utility limited to the teacher. To touch on only one 
point, there is probably no other writing that contains within the same 
compass so much insight and practical wisdom on the question of morals 
in the public schools as will be found in the introduction by Mr. Gil- 
man. It would be easy to select other sections for special attention, 
but when all is so good, such discrimination is invidious. The book 
excels alike by its intrinsic merits and by its adaptation to the end 
proposed. T G S 

Studies in Ethics and Religion, or Discourses, Essays, and Re- 
views pertaining to Theism, Inspiration, Christian Ethics, and Edu- 
cation for the Ministry. By Alvah Hovey, D.D., LL.D., President 
of Newton Theological Institution. New York, Boston, and Chicago, 
Silver, Burdett & Co., 1892. — pp. viii, 572. 

This book is composed of a number of short papers, most of which 
are theological in character, as indicated by the titles. The division of 
the book dealing with theism is, however, interesting from a philosophi- 
cal standpoint, indicating as it does, the author's theory regarding the 
relation of God to nature and to man. He refuses to accept such a 
definition as that of Dean Mansel, which defines the Infinite as " con- 
taining within itself the sum not only of all actual, but of all possible, 
being." Such a view, he maintains, is pantheism, and this he wishes to 
avoid. The Infinite Being does not contain everything within itself, 
but is " so great that no addition can be made to its nature without 
destroying its self-consistency." We have, he argues, a perfectly trust- 
worthy, though only partial, knowledge of the Infinite. We can perceive 
that an object is infinite, or why it must be so, though we cannot com- 
prehend the object itself. The Infinite must, further, be an intelligent 
mind or spirit ; for only such a Being can explain the material world, 
and the moral and religious nature of man. 

When he comes to discuss the relation of God to the universe, he 
maintains the older view of a creation in time, and devotes the greater 
part of his second chapter to a criticism of theories which regard God 
as the ground of the world. The books which President Hovey criti- 
cises as representative of this latter view are Lotze's Microcosmus and 
Professor Schurman's Belief in God. The Welt-anschauung of both 
these thinkers is idealistic, and from President Hovey's arguments it 
seems evident that this is a position which he fails to understand. " The 
idealistic theory " he writes, " represents God as producing illusions in 
the mind of men. . . . The world which they are made by Him to see 
and feel is all in their mind's eye ; it is a dream-world having no exist- 
ence outside of their thought " (p. 34). It seems scarcely necessary to 
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add that such a statement indicates a thorough-going misapprehension 
of idealism. As for the author's argument that an idealistic position 
impeaches the veracity of God, it could only have force if we presup- 
pose that it is the business of our thought to copy a reality which already 
exists independently of it. Berkeley's famous question is here in order 
as to what meaning can be given to the absolute existence of unthinking 
things. And, further, must not one's philosophy be either an idealism 
or materialism with its correlate, physical necessity? The same lack 
of metaphysical insight is shown by President Hovey's criticism of the 
" immanent " view of cause, which is maintained by both the philoso- 
phers above mentioned. He characterizes furthermore Professor Schur- 
man's proposition that " it is the essence of Spirit to manifest itself " as 
" an unqualified assertion." His own view seems to be that existence 
has a meaning apart from activity. These and other fundamental miscon- 
ceptions furnish occasion for pointing out that these questions regard- 
ing the relation of God to the universe do not lie within the province 
of theology, but belong to and can only be settled by a metaphysic. 
The other portions of the book seem to me much more valuable than 
these early chapters. The lectures on Christian Ethics apply the princi- 
ples of Christ's teaching to the relations of ordinary life. They are both 
vigorous and inspiring. Perhaps the most interesting are the chapters 
entitled " The Golden Rule " and " The State and Religion." 

J. E. Creighton. 

Anthropological Religion. The Gifford Lectures delivered be- 
fore the University of Glasgow in 189 1. By F. Max Muller, K.M. 
London and New York, Longmans, Green & Co., 1892. — pp. xxvii, 
464. 

Professor Muller having promised in the Gifford lectures of 1890 a 
trinity of courses upon Natural Religion, has now completed two of 
them ; it is to be hoped his life will be spared to crown the series with 
the last. In these courses his object is to show that man, without a 
special revelation, has gained a belief in God, the soul's immortality, and 
future retribution. Natural Religion is treated (1) as Physical (or His- 
torical ) Religion, or the conquest of the idea of the Infinite or Divine 
through observation of Nature, (2) as Anthropological (or Rational) 
Religion, or the gradual growth in man of belief in something Infinite, 
Immortal, and Divine, and (3) as Psychological Religion, or Philosophy 
of Religion, or the development of the relation of the Divine or Infinite 
to the human soul. The last course is to be given hereafter. The author 
contends that the highest concept of Deity is gained without external 
revelation and is within the reach of every human being by this three- 
fold route of Nature, Man, and Self. 



